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Worship: December 24, 2019 
Christmas Eve 7:30 
 
Meditation – Rev. Miriam Foltz 
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be acceptable 
to you, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. 
 
Every now and then, another news story breaks with details about incredible 
mothers delivering their babies in unexpected circumstances. For most 
parents, the labor and delivery of a child is memorable regardless of the 
broader circumstances, but there are some stories that stick out more than 
others.  
 
About a month ago, the news reported that a mother, who had been cleared 
by her doctor to travel by plane, went into labor during her American Airlines 
flight to Charlotte and delivered her baby on the jetway of the airport. The 
baby arrived healthy and safe and earned the middle name of “Sky.” 
 
Unexpected delivery conditions happen even to celebrities – the comedian 
Seth Myers titled his recent comedy special “Lobby Baby” – named after the 
fact that his wife delivered their second child in the lobby of their apartment 
building. When the emergency team responded, a member of the New York 
City fire department got to cut the umbilical cord.  It takes a village. 
 
While we have made so many medical advances, there’s still so much 
unpredictability about the labor and delivery process. And so, we can 
perhaps empathize all the more with these new parents, Mary and Joseph, 
and the fact that the labor and delivery of Jesus comes at an inopportune 
time. These expectant parents had to travel for the census, and being miles 
from home, they are dependent on the hospitality of others. 
 
Recent scholarship has pushed back on our traditional understanding of 
“inn.” While there were (relatively) commercial inns in ancient Palestine, 
Mary and Joseph were depending on Joseph’s broader family ties in his 
ancestral land. When Luke writes “there was no place for them in the inn,” 
the Greek word we translate as “inn” actually refers to the guest room or area 
in a house. And when Jesus is laid in a manger, this feeding trough was 
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present on one side of the family’s living quarters because families would 
have brought their animals in to shelter overnight. 
 
With this different understanding, a new picture emerges – imagine you’re 
Mary and Joseph. Having traveled a long distance, you’re met with creative 
hospitality.  
Despite there being no extra room in the guest space, your extended family 
welcomes you in, making room for you in their main living quarters. Imagine 
a house, filled to the brim with all the family members back in town. 
 
To our modern ears, the lack of personal space sounds uncomfortable. And 
yet, for Mary and Joseph’s time, it would have been a more than welcome in-
gathering of peoples. 
And so, rather than a lonely barn, we see in this story the collective care of a 
newborn child, safely delivered in the hands of extended family members, 
laid affectionately in a manger, surrounded by humans and animals alike, 
warmed by the crowd around him. 
 
And there are still a few more guests to welcome in. A flock of shepherds get 
to show up and witness this incarnational hospitality.  
 
In the delivery story of the Christ Child, we experience God’s radical 
hospitality – the opportunity for Jesus’ extended family to rise to welcome the 
parents, the graciousness and flexibility of Mary and Joseph, and the wonder 
of the Shepherds that God would arrive in such ordinary circumstances. 
 
This child is born in ordinary circumstance, delivered in an ordinary 
Palestinian home, but called to an extraordinary mission. 
Pastor Bruce Reyes Chow describes Christ’s incarnation as our co-conspiracy 
with God to bring about the love, hope, peace, and joy into this world.  The 
delivery story of God’s reign is still unfolding, and Christ’s birth story raises 
the question about who we are willing to make space for in our lives, our 
houses, and in our world. 
 
Because for Mary and Joseph to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem today, 
they would be met by multiple walls and security checkpoints, likely hounded 
for their documents and having their motives questioned. 
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And at and within our own nation’s borders, parents and children are being 
treated cruelly. Imagine if Mary and Joseph, upon delivering their child, had 
to hand Jesus over to the authorities, to be held in separate detention 
facilities, potentially to be separated forever.  
The Biblical headline about the hospitality that Mary, Joseph, and Jesus 
experienced stands in direct contrast to the headlines of our current world.  
We can’t control the birth of a child. We can’t control the delivery of God’s 
reign. Yet, God reminds us in Christ that we are co-conspirators. We can 
control the ways that we welcome in those in need of shelter.  
 
At Christ’s birth, parents and shepherds, extended family and a few animals 
too, gathered to wonder at the miracle.  
This is to be our co-conspiracy: to be like Joseph’s family members, making 
space where there seemed to be none. To be like Mary and Joseph, loving and 
caring and faithfully following God even in the challenging circumstances. We 
get to be like the shepherds, praising the salvation made known to us this 
day. 
 
Through Advent, we have prepared the way for Christ, and our co-conspiracy 
begins now at this ordinary yet extraordinary birth of this baby. Let us make 
room in our hearts and in our world for God is doing wonderful things. 
 
Christ Our Savior is born. Deliverer, Messiah, King, Good Shepherd, Root of 
Jesse, Key of David, Emmanuel – God with Us. Alleluia. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


