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www.newcastlepreschurch.org

Our Mission
New Castle Presbyterian Church offers a nurturing and supportive church community
where all are welcomed to join in prayer and song, study and service
as all are called to demonstrate understanding, compassion, and acceptance.
By God's Spoken Word and Holy Spirit, we seek to live out the Gospel of the Risen
Christ, as we grow spiritually, in strength, and with inclusiveness.
We worship God in simplicity and with clarity; we study God's Word to direct our lives;
and we nurture the young and the searchers in our midst.
As a congregation and in cooperation with others,
we engage in service and outreach with the local community and the world.
We work to feed, clothe, and shelter our brothers and sisters
while sharing the selfless and forgiving love of Jesus Christ.
As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to bless others
with this good news of grace and joy.

New Castle Presbyterian Church
2nd Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020
Prelude

10:30 a.m.
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Bethany Faiz, Piano

arr. Joel Raney

Steeple Bell
Words of Welcome
Lighting the Advent Candle of Peace – Raker Family & Sarah McCann
Light one candle for peace. Because the world is broken and the wait is long,
but we refuse to be frozen by fear.
The voice cries in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord.
Peace comes in fits and starts, through courageous truths and humble hearts;
peace whispers, “Prepare the way for the Lord comes to make the broken
whole.”
The voice cries in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord.
We light one candle, because it only takes one: Christ with us.
Christ, we are baptized with the Holy Spirit into the family of God.
The voice cries in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord.
We light one candle for peace, because it only takes one: Christ with us.
Let us worship God!

Hymn #106

Prepare the Way, O Zion

Prayer of Confession
“Prepare the Way of the Lord,” your prophets say to us.
O God, forgive us when we have failed to prepare your way.
Forgive us when we have stood in your way instead: when we have let
the challenging words of your prophets roll off our lives, rather than let
them spark change; when we walk around a neighbor in need, rather
than encounter a chance for compassion.

Forgive us, O Lord, and grant us assurance that the glory of your
coming does not depend upon the righteousness of your followers.
Forgive us, O Lord, and free us to try again.
(time for silent prayer)
Assurance of Pardon
One: Let us proclaim the Good News together:
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.
Prayer for Illumination
Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit prepare
the way in our hearts for the coming of your Word, so that we may see
the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
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As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”
4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong
of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.”
Scripture Conversation

Sermon

“Songs of Deliverance: Peace”

Offertory Invitation and Prayer
O Lord our God, we give you thanks for the hope and longing you instill
in us through the promise of our baptism – a voice crying out in the
wilderness, a messenger to prepare the way, the day of redemption
drawing near. Bless these gifts of our time, talents, and treasures, that
they might reflect the coming of your glorious realm of righteousness,
justice, and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
Special Music
Light A Candle For Peace
Ruth Elaine Schram
Lisa Raker, Ellie Gerhart, Minerva Lermond, Bruce Raker - Vocal Quartet
Sarah McCann - Soprano Solo
Carolyn Hendrix - Cello
Bethany Faiz - Piano
Communion and Prayers of the People
Invitation
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Partaking
Prayer

Hymn #79

Light Dawns on a Weary World

Charge and Benediction
Postlude
Watchman, Tell Us of the Night
Bethany Faiz, Piano

arr. Mark Hayes

****
Thank you for serving today:
Worship Leader: Bev Stoudt
Communion: Jo Viola

WORSHIP LEADERS NEEDED
2021 JANUARY - JUNE
You can sign up online at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B44ADAA2AA0F94-2021
Instructions & lots of gratitude provided!
RECIPES STILL NEEDED – SEND TODAY!
There is still time to contribute a favorite Spirit of Christmas-type recipe for
sharing on our website and Facebook. please email your contribution to Beverly
Stoudt at bmstoudt@aol.com or send to the church office at
office@newcastlepreschurch.org
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY WITH THE PASTOR
We’ve concluded our zoom series on the books of Jonah and James.
During Advent, we’ll discuss the Presbyterians’ Today devotional on Howard
Thurman’s “I Will Light Candles this Christmas,” available online here:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/advent2020/
We are gathering on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. via Zoom. Email Pastor Miriam if
you'd like to receive the Zoom link!
BABY BUZZ!! We are still accepting surveys. Please send your
answers in today at https://bit.ly/37urczE.
As a reminder, Pastor Miriam and Steven's registry is here:
https://www.babylist.com/welcome-baby-foltz
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – DECEMBER 20 AT NOON
The session has called for a Congregational Meeting on Sunday,
December 20, for the purpose of reviewing the 2021 budget
approved by Session. The meeting will begin at noon in the church
yard and include the vote to approve the pastor’s terms of call and elect officers
to fill vacant positions.

MISSION & OUTREACH
Egg-Laying Chickens
Guatemala has the sixth highest rate of chronic malnutrition in the
world, with nearly half of the country’s children going to bed hungry at
night, according to a report by USAID. Food insecurity is especially
prevalent in rural indigenous communities where levels of hunger have
skyrocketed to daunting levels during the COVID-19 crisis. In response,
the Association of Mam Christian Women for Development has
spearheaded a nutrition program, which includes a successful egg-laying chicken
project. Each family that receives a set of three chickens will have more than a
dozen eggs every week!
These egg-laying chickens:
• Cost $40 for a set of three.
• Provide a sustainable source of protein for families.
• Are purchased from a local farm, supporting a small business.
• Are native and specially bred to resist illness.
• Will reach the most vulnerable women of the Association first.
Starting with Giving Tuesday, Dec. 1, and throughout Advent, The Guatemala
Project of New Castle Presbytery, is offering a unique Christmas gift for those
hard-to-buy names on your Christmas list, or simply a great way for you to reach
out to the world to help fight the Covid crisis in a tangible way. To give the
priceless gift of 3 chickens, go to www.ncpguatemala.com/projects/egg-layingchickens.
Each gift of $40 includes three chickens, delivery, training, and special feed for
the first month. We hope you will support our efforts by making a donation. Gifts
of any size are appreciated. Thank you!

Prayer List:
To place a name on the confidential Prayer Chain, contact Susan Flook,
302-328-7346
or Fran Gingher,
Recovering
atsuzieflook@hotmail.com
home:
silverfran@aol.com

Continuing Care Homes:
Sidney Wilson
255 Possum Park Road
Apt. 2205
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 456-1606

At Home:
Kathy Graham
323 Oregon Avenue
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 324-9944

Barbara Quillen
Cokesbury
HealthCare Rm 2010
726 Loveville Road
Hockessin, DE 19707

Anita Johnson
726 Loveville Road,
Apartment 703
Hockessin, DE 19707
(302) 239-5139

Mary Pratt
113 E. Main St., Unit 311
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 328-7273

Linda Twyford
513 East Roosevelt Ave.
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 530-1123

Judy Hentkowski
128 E. 2nd Street
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 328-8266

Elizabeth Carpenter
11 Yeates Drive
New Castle DE 19720
(302) 328-2967

Connie Bell
1106 Ralph Road
Newark DE 19713
(302) 731-4781

This Week’s Schedule
2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:30am Live Stream Worship
& Communion
11:30am Fellowship via Zoom
11:30am Sunday School
12:00pm Deacons Mtg via Zoom

SUNDAY

12/6

Monday

12/7

Tuesday

12/8

6:30pm Three Board Joint Meeting
via Zoom
7:00pm Session Mtg via Zoom

Wednesday

12/9

1:00pm Adult Bible Study via Zoom

SUNDAY

12/13

Pastor Miriam’s Day of Rest*

3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:30am Live Stream Worship
1:00pm Virtual Foltz Baby Shower

*Pastor Miriam is available for pastoral emergencies
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Rev. Miriam Foltz, Pastor
Kris Krawczyk, Admin. Assistant
Eileen Larkin, Dir. of Music
Dan Knox, Treasurer
Minerva Lermond, Dir. of Handbells
Shirley Knox, Recording Secretary
Bethany Faiz, Accompanist
2021
Rob Barry
Chris Fagles
Scott Selheimer
Jo Viola

SESSION
2022
Kim Beebe
Melissa Boris
Connie Reese
Ray Snyder

2023
Candy Dunson
Beverly Stoudt
Jim Whisman

Session meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month

2021
Juliann Barry
Salina Brett
Zarina Stone

DEACONS
2022
Connie Bell
Jane Fouracre
Nanette Nichol

2023
Lindy Ballance
Conchita Showell

Deacons meets the 2nd Sunday of the month

2021
Ringo Keka
Brenda Walters
Barbara Whisman

TRUSTEES
2022
Steve Handy
Joan Lioi
Peter McCurdy

2023
Dan Dunson
Mary Fontinha
Gail Seitz

Trustees meet the 3rd Monday every other month (Sept/Nov/Jan/Mar/May)

