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Our Mission
New Castle Presbyterian Church offers a nurturing and supportive church community
where all are welcomed to join in prayer and song, study and service
as all are called to demonstrate understanding, compassion, and acceptance.
By God's Spoken Word and Holy Spirit, we seek to live out the Gospel of the Risen
Christ, as we grow spiritually, in strength, and with inclusiveness.
We worship God in simplicity and with clarity; we study God's Word to direct our lives;
and we nurture the young and the searchers in our midst.
As a congregation and in cooperation with others,
we engage in service and outreach with the local community and the world.
We work to feed, clothe, and shelter our brothers and sisters
while sharing the selfless and forgiving love of Jesus Christ.
As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to bless others
with this good news of grace and joy.

New Castle Presbyterian Church
Stewardship Sunday
November 8, 2020
Prelude

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Bethany Faiz, Piano

10:30 a.m.
arr. Jason Krug

Steeple Bell
Words of Welcome
Call to Worship – from Psalm 105
Give thanks to the Lord; God’s love endures forever!
Sing to the Lord; sing praises, and speak of all God’s marvelous works.
Give thanks to the Lord; God’s love endures forever!
Glory in God’s holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
Give thanks to the Lord; God’s love endures forever!
Remember the Lord is our God, the covenant made with Abraham, the oath
sworn to Isaac, and the everlasting covenant for Israel.
Give thanks to the Lord; God’s love endures forever!
God leads forth the people with gladness, the chosen ones with shouts of
joy.
Give thanks to the Lord; God’s love endures forever!

Hymn #53

O God, Who Gives Us Life

Prayer of Confession
Christ, you bid us to keep awake, to watch with expectant hope as we
wait for you to reveal yourself in our midst. But, Lord, we grow tired of
looking for signs of your presence among us. We grow weary from a
steady diet of distressing news and convince ourselves that you are still
far off. As we hunger and thirst for deliverance, forgive us for losing
heart and losing hope. Sustain us in faith, we pray, and keep us ever
watchful so that we might be ready to greet you with joy…
(time for silent prayer)
Assurance of Pardon
One: Hear the Good News:
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.
Wilderness Stewardship Moment: Peter McCurdy
Prayer for Illumination & Scripture Readings
O Lord, we hunger for good news and thirst for words of hope and
healing. In this wilderness season, we gather at your holy invitation.
Send your Spirit to reveal the promise of your goodness. Surprise us
with your redeeming grace. Hold us fast in faithful discipleship. Amen.
Matthew 25:1-13
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and
five were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them; 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there
was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to
the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the
wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 And while they
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with

him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11 Later the other
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he replied,
‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13 Keep awake therefore, for you know
neither the day nor the hour.

Exodus 17:1-7
The From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites
journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim,
but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with
Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why
did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with
thirst?”
4
So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are
almost ready to stone me.” 5 The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the
people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the
staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will be standing there in
front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out
of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders
of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites
quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God
Scripture Conversation
Sermon

Seeking God’s Land of Promise

Offertory Invitation and Prayer
Most astounding God, you lead us through deserts and grant us safe
crossings. You satisfy our hunger and quench our thirst with
righteousness and mercy. May our giving reflect the goodness of your
many gifts. Bless these offerings that all your children would know the
blessings of your deliverance. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
Special Music
Sinfonia From Cantata No. 156
“Ich Steh Mit Einem Fuss Im Grabe” Johann Sebastian Bach
Amy Shimmin, Flute and Eileen Larkin, Piano

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn #65

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

Charge and Benediction
Postlude

Come, Thou Almighty King
Bethany Faiz, Piano

arr. Mark Hayes

****

Thank you for serving today:
Worship Leader: Jane Fouracre

CHRISTMAS AT SEA – More important than ever!
Our annual Christmas at Sea program provides seafarers with a shoe
box filled with small, essential gifts, more important than ever in this
year of the pandemic. These sailors are not allowed off their ships
because of the virus. The gifts provided to them by the Seamen's Center
provide an immeasurable boost to those who are at sea, away from
family and friends for long stretches of time. You can help by filling a
shoe box at home or donating some of these needed items:
Knitted hats and scarves, Toothpaste and Toothbrushes, Combs,
razors, Deodorant, Shampoo,
Playing Cards, Chapstick, Cough Drops, Hand Lotion, Sewing kits,
Hard Candy (no chocolate),
Soap, Stationary, Pens, Warm Socks, Winter Gloves
They also need gently used warm men's clothing.
You can fill a box at home or drop donations off in the basket in the
entry of the CE Building M-F until noon. We'll collect things until
Sunday, Nov. 15. That week, a small, socially distanced group of us will
fill the boxes and deliver them to the Seamen's Center.
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY WITH THE PASTOR
This Fall, we'll gather on Wednesdays at 1 p.m. via zoom to
explore some of the shorter books of the Bible together. We
are currently reading the Epistle of James; email Pastor Miriam if you'd
like to receive the Zoom link!

PLEDGE SUNDAY – TODAY
Today, between 12 and 1 p.m., you're invited to gather with the
Resource Development Committee around a campfire
outside on the church campus. Bring your pledge cards and
s'more prayers, and join us for some celebratory hot
chocolate or coffee while being safe and socially distanced
in this wilderness season.
If you are not able to make it on November 8, you are more than
welcome to return your pledge card and s'more prayers via mail.
THANKSGIVING WALK WITH FELLOWSHIP
Join us November 26th, Thanksgiving morning, for prayer
and fellowship with socially distant coffee and donuts. For
those inclined, there is a leisurely walk along the Delaware
River. Choose your own pace.
Particulars:
when- November 26th, 8:00 am, coffee, donuts and a prayer. 8:30 am,
head out for walking or home to put the turkey in the oven.
where- meet at the tennis court parking lot. 305 South St, Battery Park,
New Castle.
Please bring your own masks. We will be handing out coffee and donuts
as safely as possible. To keep everyone as safe as we can, bring your
own empty travel mug! Cream and sugar will be provided. And stirrers!
RSVP by November 19th to Miranda Matthews, 302-521-3140, call or
text. Email thecatmagnet@yahoo.com.

Prayer List:
To place a name on the confidential Prayer Chain, contact Susan Flook,
302-328-7346
or Fran Gingher,
Recovering
atsuzieflook@hotmail.com
home:
silverfran@aol.com

Continuing Care Homes:
Sidney Wilson
255 Possum Park Road
Apt. 2205
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 456-1606

At Home:
Kathy Graham
323 Oregon Avenue
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 324-9944

Barbara Quillen
Cokesbury
HealthCare Rm 2010
726 Loveville Road
Hockessin, DE 19707

Anita Johnson
726 Loveville Road,
Apartment 703
Hockessin, DE 19707
(302) 239-5139

Mary Pratt
113 E. Main St., Unit 311
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 328-7273

Linda Twyford
513 East Roosevelt Ave.
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 530-1123

Judy Hentkowski
128 E. 2nd Street
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 328-8266

Elizabeth Carpenter
11 Yeates Drive
New Castle DE 19720
(302) 328-2967

Connie Bell
1106 Ralph Road
Newark DE 19713
(302) 731-4781

This Week’s Schedule
SUNDAY

11/8

Monday

11/9

PLEDGE SUNDAY
10:30am Live Stream Worship
11:30am Sunday School via Zoom
12:00pm Pledge Sunday
in the church yard

11:00am

Pastor Miriam's Day of Rest*
Meals on Wheels

Tuesday

11/10

11:00am Meals on Wheels
7:00pm Session Mtg via Zoom

Wednesday

11/11

VETERANS DAY
11:00am Meals on Wheels
1:00pm Adult Bible Study

Thursday

11/12

11:00am

Meals on Wheels

Friday

11/13

11:00am

Meals on Wheels

Saturday

11/14

10:00am

Presbytery Mtg via Zoom

SUNDAY

11/15

SEAMEN’S CENTER
DONATIONS DUE
10:30am Live Stream Worship
12:00pm Deacon’s Mtg via Zoom

*Pastor Miriam is always available for pastoral emergencies.
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Rev. Miriam Foltz, Pastor
Kris Krawczyk, Admin. Assistant
Eileen Larkin, Dir. of Music
Dan Knox, Treasurer
Minerva Lermond, Dir. of Handbells
Shirley Knox, Recording Secretary
Bethany Faiz, Accompanist
2021
Rob Barry
Chris Fagles
Scott Selheimer
Jo Viola

SESSION
2022
Kim Beebe
Melissa Boris
Connie Reese
Ray Snyder

2023
Candy Dunson
Janet Spring
Beverly Stoudt
Jim Whisman

Session meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month

2021
Juliann Barry
Salina Brett
Zarina Stone

DEACONS
2022
Connie Bell
Jane Fouracre
Nanette Nichol

2023
Lindy Ballance
Conchita Showell

Deacons meets the 2nd Sunday of the month

2021
Ringo Keka
Brenda Walters
Barbara Whisman

TRUSTEES
2022
Steve Handy
Joan Lioi
Peter McCurdy

2023
Dan Dunson
Mary Fontinha
Gail Seitz

Trustees meet the 3rd Monday every other month (Sept/Nov/Jan/Mar/May)

