New Castle Presbyterian Church
25 E 2nd Street, New Castle, DE 19720
Phone: (302) 328-3279 I Email: office@newcastlepreschurch.org
www.newcastlepreschurch.org

Our Mission
New Castle Presbyterian Church offers a nurturing and supportive church community
where all are welcomed to join in prayer and song, study and service
as all are called to demonstrate understanding, compassion, and acceptance.
By God's Spoken Word and Holy Spirit, we seek to live out the Gospel of the Risen
Christ, as we grow spiritually, in strength, and with inclusiveness.
We worship God in simplicity and with clarity; we study God's Word to direct our lives;
and we nurture the young and the searchers in our midst.
As a congregation and in cooperation with others,
we engage in service and outreach with the local community and the world.
We work to feed, clothe, and shelter our brothers and sisters
while sharing the selfless and forgiving love of Jesus Christ.
As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to bless others
with this good news of grace and joy.

New Castle Presbyterian Church
Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 2, 2021
Prelude

Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness
Bethany Faiz, Piano

10:30 a.m.
arr. Molly Ijames

Steeple Bell
Words of Welcome

Minute for Mission - Friendship House Fundraising Walk
Call to Worship – inspired by Psalm 23
We gather to praise and worship God, the one who created us for love.
Christ is risen; He is risen, indeed!
We gather to praise God, the One who frees us from death.
Christ is risen; He is risen, indeed!
We gather to worship the true vine, the one in whose love we abide.
Christ is risen; He is risen, indeed!
Easter people, let us worship the Risen Christ!

Hymn #246

Christ is Alive!

Prayer of Confession
O Christ, you are the true vine, and you have made us your branches.
In your grace, we find strength, and in your love, we are set free.
Forgive us, O God, when we do not live as people who have been freed,
when we act as if the Easter story did not turn the world upside down.
Forgive us, O God, when we do not live as people who are your
branches, when we forget that we are rooted in you and bound to one
another by your spirit.
Forgive us, O Christ, our one true vine, and teach us to abide in you…
(time for silent prayer)
Assurance of Pardon
Let us proclaim the Good News together:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

Response #582
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen. (sing 3x)
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be. Amen.
Copyright Paul M. Vasile, used by permission

Prayer for Illumination
Holy and wonderful God, by your Word, you created and redeemed this
world. Shine your light into our lives to guide us, and speak your
everlasting truth. Alpha and Omega, our beginning and our end, dwell
in our humble hearts as read your Word this day. Amen.

1 John 4:7-21
7
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not
know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way:
God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10 In
this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much,
we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given
us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent
his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God abides in those who confess that
Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have known and
believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in
love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has been perfected
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment,
because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever
fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love because he first loved
us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have
from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and
sisters also.
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God
Acts 8:26-40
26
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a
wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of
her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was
returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet
Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join

it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 He replied, “How can
I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside
him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet
say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to
speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news
about Jesus. 36 As they were going along the road, they came to some water;
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?” 38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip
and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 When
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away;
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip
found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God
Scripture Conversation with Children
Sermon

“Resurrecting Faith”

Offertory Invitation and Prayer
Triune God, you make all things new in water and Word, feeding your
people with love, joy, and peace. Lead us today and every day to the
font of new beginnings, and teach us to love as you love. Bless these
offerings of our tithes and talents to the service of your love. In Christ’s
name we pray, Amen

Special Music

Consecration
Sarah McCann, Soloist
Bethany Faiz, Piano

by John Ness Beck

Communion and Prayers of the People
Invitation
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory, forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Partaking
Prayer

Hymn #485

We Know that Christ is Raised

Charge and Benediction

Postlude

Praise Him! Praise Him!
Bethany Faiz, Piano

arr. Mark Hayes

****
Thank you for serving today:
Worship Leader: Jane Fouracre
FRIENDSHIP HOUSE WALK SIGN-UP
Join our New Castle Presbyterian Team as we take part in the HighMark
Virtual Walk to support Friendship House on Saturday, June 5.
This annual fundraiser will be of the virtual variety for the second straight
year due to the pandemic. But we won't let that hold us back. Let's meet at
10 a.m. at the church for a "virtual walk" down to and around Battery Park
and back. Walk as much or as little as you'd like.
Registration and donations are easy:
* Go online to friendshiphousede.org
* Click the "Register for the Highmark Walk" button
* Click on the "Register Here" button
* Click on the "Click Here to join an Existing Team" button
* Search for New Castle Presbyterian Church, click "Join", fill out your
personal information, and make a donation. You can also ask friends and
family to sponsor you as well or have them join our team.
If we register 20 walkers and raise $2,000 or more, an additional $1,000 will
be donated to Friendship Houses by an anonymous donor.
Last year was a record-breaker for Friendship House as 23 teams and over
500 walkers combined to raise $75,000.
Let's help them break that record again. See you on June 5.
Contact Scott Selheimer at selheime@udel.edu or at 302-562-5129 with any
questions.

WORSHIP LEADERS NEEDED IN 2021
Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b44adaa2aa0f94-2021
Worship Leaders are needed beginning on June 13 through the end of 2021.
All resources and instructions are provided.
ONGOING GIFTS OF LOVE COLLECTION
Manna in the form of cash or checks are appreciated, so we can continue our
monthly Delmarva assistance grants. Gift envelopes are available in the
brochure holder on CE Building outside wall. Donations of canned goods
will support the St Peter’s Food Pantry. The church office is open MondayFriday 8:30am-12:30pm. You can also place your envelope in the outside
mailbox. As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to bless
others with Christ’s good news of grace and joy!
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
Join us on Wednesdays at 1 via Zoom as we read and discuss the Scripture
readings for the following Sunday! We'll conclude our weekly lectionary
study on Wednesday, May 26. During the summer, we'll gather for book
discussions on a monthly basis; stay tuned for more information.
BECOME A MEMBER OF NCPC THIS SUMMER!
We will be offering a New Members class this summer to share about the
mission of New Castle Presbyterian and help welcome you to our
community. If you'd like to learn more about our church's beliefs and ways
you can be a part of serving Christ with us, please email Pastor Miriam by
the end of May. Classes will be held either over Zoom or outside as the
weather permits.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE OFFICERS NEEDED!
The nominating committee has worked hard to pull together a new class of
officers. However, the slate isn't quite full. We are still in need of one Elder
and one Trustee. If you are interested or have another member in mind you
believe would be a fit for one of these roles, please contact Melissa Boris
at borism1010@gmail.com or 302-750-4185.

Prayer List:
To place a name on the confidential Prayer Chain, contact Susan Flook,
302-328-7346
Recovering
atsuzieflook@hotmail.com
home:

Continuing Care Homes:
Sidney Wilson
255 Possum Park Road
Apt. 2205
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 456-1606

Joan Smith
1519 Rockland Road
Rockland Place Apt 232
Wilmington, DE 19803

Elizabeth Carpenter
Polaris Rehabilitation
21 W Clarke Ave, Rm 206
Milford, DE 19963
(302) 503-7650

At Home:
Kathy Graham
323 Oregon Avenue
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 324-9944

Barbara Quillen
Cokesbury
HealthCare Rm 2010
726 Loveville Road
Hockessin, DE 19707

Anita Johnson
726 Loveville Road,
Apartment 703
Hockessin, DE 19707
(302) 239-5139

Mary Pratt
113 E. Main St., Unit 311
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 328-7273

Linda Twyford
513 East Roosevelt Ave.
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 530-1123

Judy Hentkowski
128 E. 2nd Street
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 328-8266

Connie Bell
1106 Ralph Road
Newark DE 19713
(302) 731-4781

This Week’s Schedule
SUNDAY

5/2

10:30am
11:30am

Wednesday

5/5

SUNDAY

5/9

Live Stream Worship
with communion
Zoom Fellowship

1:00pm Adult Bible Study via Zoom

10:30am

MOTHER’S DAY!
Live Stream Worship

Church Office: Our office administrator, Kris, will be on vacation Thursday,
5/6 – Monday, 5/10 (phones and email will be monitored remotely).

