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Our Mission
New Castle Presbyterian Church offers a nurturing and supportive church community
where all are welcomed to join in prayer and song, study and service
as all are called to demonstrate understanding, compassion, and acceptance.
By God's Spoken Word and Holy Spirit, we seek to live out the Gospel of the Risen Christ,
as we grow spiritually, in strength, and with inclusiveness.
We worship God in simplicity and with clarity; we study God's Word to direct our lives;
and we nurture the young and the searchers in our midst.
As a congregation and in cooperation with others,
we engage in service and outreach with the local community and the world.
We work to feed, clothe, and shelter our brothers and sisters
while sharing the selfless and forgiving love of Jesus Christ.
As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to bless others
with this good news of grace and joy.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24, 2020

7:00 p.m.

GATHER IN GOD’S NAME
Prelude

Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Bethany Faiz, Piano

arr. Molly Ijames

Steeple Bell
Words of Welcome
Lighting the Christ Candle
Reilly Family
Light one candle for Christ. Because the world is broken and the
wait is long, but Christ is with us through it all.
Glory to God in the highest heaven and peace to all on earth!
A baby is laid in a humble manger in a backwater town; on a
convict’s cross, the Son of Man is crucified as king. In every heart
and every home where hope, peace, joy, and love endures, Christ
dwells with us.
Glory to God in the highest heaven and peace to all on earth!
We light one candle, because it only takes one: Christ with us.
The angel proclaims, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people!”
Glory to God in the highest heaven and peace to all on earth!
We light one candle, because it only takes one: Christ with us.
Let us worship God!

Hymn #133(vs 1-3)

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
O Christ, you were born in a humble stable, because there was
no room for you in the inn. Forgive us when we foolishly think
that there is no room for you in our lives.
When we close the doors of our hearts and minds to your
word, forgive us, and burst through them with your love.
When we close the doors of our homes to people you would
have us welcome, forgive us, and speak your angel’s words to
us once more: “Do not be afraid…” (time for silent prayer)
Assurance of Pardon
Let us proclaim the Good News together:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.
Response Hymn 121 v.4
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit
prepare the way in our hearts for the coming of your Word, so
that we may see the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Lesson

The Promise is Given

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

Hymn #86 vs 1&4 The People Who Walked in Darkness
1 The people who walked in
darkness awaken to see a great
light. The people who dwelt in the
land of the shadow rise to a star
shining bright.
Refrain:
His name is Wonderful,

Counselor, Almighty God,
Father forever, Prince of Peace.
4 For us now a child is given,
for all the despised and forlorn.
The rule of compassion shall rest
on his shoulder.
God’s own Messiah is born!
(Refrain)

Second Lesson The Decree and Journey Luke 2:1-7
Hymn #121 vs 1&2

O Little Town of Bethlehem

1 O little town of Bethlehem, how
still we see thee lie! Above thy
deep and dreamless sleep the
silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark
streets shineth the everlasting
light; the hopes and fears of all the
years are met in thee tonight.

Third Lesson

2 For Christ is born of Mary and,
gathered all above, while mortals
sleep, the angels keep their watch
of wondering love. O morning
stars, together proclaim the holy
birth, and praises sing to God the
king, and peace to all on earth.

The Birth is Proclaimed

Hymn #113 vs 1&3

Luke 2:8-14

Angels We Have Heard on High

1 Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

3 Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the newborn
King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Fourth Lesson
Anthem
Meditation
Hymn #119

The Christ Child is Found Luke 2:15-20
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

arr. Stan Pethel

“Songs of Deliverance: Good News”
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
Offerings of Tithes and Gifts
Invitation and Prayer
O Lord our God, we give you thanks for the hope and
longing you instill in us through the promise of our
baptism – a voice crying out in the wilderness, a messenger
to prepare the way, the day of redemption drawing near.
Bless these gifts of our time, talents, and treasures, that
they might reflect the coming of your glorious realm of
righteousness, justice, and peace; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, Amen.
Offertory

O Holy Night
Cappeau/Adams
Sarah McCann, Soprano

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining, It is the night of the dear Savior's birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining. Till He appeared and the soul felt its
worth. A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and
glorious morn. Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! O night divine, O night
when Christ was born! Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, With glowing
hearts by His cradle we stand. So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, Here came
the wisemen from the Orient land. The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger; In all
our trials born to be our friend; He knows our need, to our weakness no stranger;
Behold your King! Before the Lowly bend! Truly He taught us to love one another,
His law is love and His gospel is peace. Chains he shall break, for the slave is our
brother. And in his name all oppression shall cease. Sweet hymns of joy in grateful
chorus raise we, Let all within us praise His holy name. Christ is the Lord! Then ever,
ever praise we; His power and glory ever-more proclaim!

Response
Hymn #611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee – verse 1
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.

GO IN GOD’S NAME
The Celebration of Light
Christ’s light has come into the world, bringing peace, hope,
joy, and love. Join us in lighting candles in your own homes, and
let us sing with the angels and shepherds that Christ, the light of
God, has come into the world:
Hymn #122 Silent Night, Holy Night

Charge and Benediction
Congregational Response
Joy to the word, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
Postlude

Good Christian Men, Rejoice!
Bethany Faiz, Piano

arr. Jonathan Reid

****
Participants in tonight’s service:
Christ Candle Readers/Lighters: Diana, Mason, and Dylan Reilly
Worship Leader: Salina Brett
Pastor: Rev. Miriam Foltz

