New Castle Presbyterian Church
25 E 2nd Street, New Castle, DE 19720
Phone: (302) 328-3279 I Email: office@newcastlepreschurch.org
www.newcastlepreschurch.org

Our Mission
New Castle Presbyterian Church offers a nurturing and supportive church community
where all are welcomed to join in prayer and song, study and service
as all are called to demonstrate understanding, compassion, and acceptance.
By God's Spoken Word and Holy Spirit, we seek to live out the Gospel of the Risen
Christ, as we grow spiritually, in strength, and with inclusiveness.
We worship God in simplicity and with clarity; we study God's Word to direct our lives;
and we nurture the young and the searchers in our midst.
As a congregation and in cooperation with others,
we engage in service and outreach with the local community and the world.
We work to feed, clothe, and shelter our brothers and sisters
while sharing the selfless and forgiving love of Jesus Christ.
As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to bless others
with this good news of grace and joy.

New Castle Presbyterian Church
2nd Sunday of Christmas & Epiphany Sunday

January 3, 2021

Prelude

10:30 a.m.

Morning Star
Bethany Faiz, Piano

Steeple Bell
Words of Welcome
Call to Worship
A star has risen in the east.
Star of wonder, star of night!
A child is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! The herald angels sing!
Let us follow the star to Bethlehem
And bring our gifts to the newborn Christ.

arr. Henry Balcombe

Hymn #110

Love Has Come

Prayer of Confession
God of wonder, God of night, you are holy light in dark places; you are
holy darkness when all is too bright.
Forgive us, O God, when we turn away from your light: when we follow
our own ambitions instead of your call, when we respond to your
presence with fear rather than joy.
Forgive us, O God, when we do not comprehend the depth of your
Christmas love, the meaning of your powerful story, or the call you
place on each of our lives. Forgive us, O God, and by your forgiveness,
empower us to follow the star once more.
(time for silent prayer)
Assurance of Pardon
One: Let us proclaim the Good News together:
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.
Prayer for Illumination & Scripture Readings
God, source of all light, by your Word you give light to the soul.
Pour upon us your spirit of wisdom and understanding, that we may
respond to your gracious promises with faithfulness, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, Amen.
Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was
to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:
6
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my
people Israel.’”

7

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own
country by another road.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
Scripture Conversation
Sermon
Offertory Invitation and Prayer
Almighty God you have filled us with the light of the Word who became
flesh and lived among us. In an ordinary home, on an ordinary day, the
Christ child was at home with his mother, but the wise men recognized
that he was your gift of love to our world. May all that we present to
you this day reflect Christ’s glory. Let the light of our faith shine
through these offerings. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Special Music

Hark, the Herald Angels Sing
Felix Mendelsson
Bell Trio
arr. Steven Kerin
Kim Beebe, Eileen Larkin & Minerva Lermond

Communion and Prayers of the People
Invitation
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
Partaking
Prayer

Hymn #151

We Three Kings of Orient Are

Charge and Benediction
Postlude
Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow
Bethany Faiz, Piano

arr. Jack Schrader

****
Thank you for serving today:
Worship Leader: Jane Fouracre
WORSHIP LEADERS NEEDED IN 2021
You can sign up online at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B44ADAA2AA0F94-2021
Instructions & lots of gratitude provided!
EPIPHANY SUNDAY COLLECTION - TODAY
Today we celebrate the Magi’s arrival to greet the Christ child, and we
will have the opportunity to offer our own Gifts of Love!
Between 12 p.m. and 1 p.m., Deacons will be present in front of the
church along 2nd Street to collect Gifts of Love contributions. Manna in
the form of cash or checks are appreciated, so we can continue our
monthly Delmarva assistance grants. Gift envelopes are available in the
brochure holder on CE Building outside wall. Donations of canned
goods will support the St Peter’s Food Pantry. Deacons will be available
to accept your donations contactlessly, or you’re welcome to park and
say hello. As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to
bless others with Christ’s good news of grace and joy!
INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS – JANUARY 10
We’ll ordain and install our two newest officers, Steven Martin (elder)
and Elizabeth Parziale (deacon) on Sunday, January 10. Please tune into
our livestream worship as we affirm their calling to serve Christ and our
church. The congregation is asked to answer these two questions - Do
we, the members of the church, accept Liz and Steven as deacon and
elder, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us
in the way of Jesus Christ? Do we agree to encourage them, to respect
their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ who
alone is Head of the Church? Please respond with a resounding YES
from your homes!

Prayer List:
To place a name on the confidential Prayer Chain, contact Susan Flook,
302-328-7346
or Fran Gingher,
Recovering
atsuzieflook@hotmail.com
home:
silverfran@aol.com

Continuing Care Homes:
Sidney Wilson
255 Possum Park Road
Apt. 2205
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 456-1606

At Home:
Kathy Graham
323 Oregon Avenue
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 324-9944

Barbara Quillen
Cokesbury
HealthCare Rm 2010
726 Loveville Road
Hockessin, DE 19707

Anita Johnson
726 Loveville Road,
Apartment 703
Hockessin, DE 19707
(302) 239-5139

Mary Pratt
113 E. Main St., Unit 311
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 328-7273

Linda Twyford
513 East Roosevelt Ave.
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 530-1123

Judy Hentkowski
128 E. 2nd Street
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 328-8266

Elizabeth Carpenter
11 Yeates Drive
New Castle DE 19720
(302) 328-2967

Connie Bell
1106 Ralph Road
Newark DE 19713
(302) 731-4781

This Week’s Schedule
SUNDAY

1/3

10:30am Live Stream Worship
12:00pm Gifts of Love Collection

Monday

1/4

Wednesday

1/6

Brownies Due
6:00pm Officer Training via Zoom
7:00pm Congregational Life
& Membership Mtg via Zoom

Thursday

1/7

9:30am

SUNDAY

1/10

Pastor Miriam’s Day of Rest*

Emmanuel Dining Room Prep

10:30am Live Stream Worship
12:00pm Deacons Mtg via Zoom

*Pastor Miriam is available for pastoral emergencies
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Rev. Miriam Foltz, Pastor
Kris Krawczyk, Admin. Assistant
Eileen Larkin, Dir. of Music
Dan Knox, Treasurer
Minerva Lermond, Dir. of Handbells
Shirley Knox, Recording Secretary
Bethany Faiz, Accompanist
2021
Rob Barry
Chris Fagles
Scott Selheimer
Jo Viola

SESSION
2022
Kim Beebe
Melissa Boris
Connie Reese
Ray Snyder

2023
Candy Dunson
Beverly Stoudt
Jim Whisman

Session meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month

2021
Juliann Barry
Salina Brett
Zarina Stone

DEACONS
2022
Connie Bell
Jane Fouracre
Nanette Nichol

2023
Lindy Ballance
Conchita Showell

Deacons meets the 2nd Sunday of the month

2021
Ringo Keka
Brenda Walters
Barbara Whisman

TRUSTEES
2022
Steve Handy
Joan Lioi
Peter McCurdy

2023
Dan Dunson
Mary Fontinha
Gail Seitz

Trustees meet the 3rd Monday every other month (Sept/Nov/Jan/Mar/May)

