New Castle Presbyterian Church
25 E 2nd Street, New Castle, DE 19720
Phone: (302) 328-3279 I Email: office@newcastlepreschurch.org
www.newcastlepreschurch.org

Our Mission
New Castle Presbyterian Church offers a nurturing and supportive church community
where all are welcomed to join in prayer and song, study and service
as all are called to demonstrate understanding, compassion, and acceptance.
By God's Spoken Word and Holy Spirit, we seek to live out the Gospel of the Risen
Christ, as we grow spiritually, in strength, and with inclusiveness.
We worship God in simplicity and with clarity; we study God's Word to direct our lives;
and we nurture the young and the searchers in our midst.
As a congregation and in cooperation with others,
we engage in service and outreach with the local community and the world.
We work to feed, clothe, and shelter our brothers and sisters
while sharing the selfless and forgiving love of Jesus Christ.
As we have been blessed, we seek to use all that we have to bless others
with this good news of grace and joy.

New Castle Presbyterian Church
4th Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020
Prelude

10:30 a.m.
Lift Up Your Heads
Bethany Faiz, Piano

arr. Franklin Ritter

Steeple Bell

Words of Welcome
Lighting the Advent Candle of Love – Gerhart Family
Light one candle for love. Because the world is broken and the wait is
long, but love never ends.
The Lord is with you; do not be afraid!
Love faithfully goes about the work of casting out fear and healing the
deepest wounds; love whispers, “Here I am, the servant of the Lord.”
The Lord is with you; do not be afraid!
We light one candle, because it only takes one: Christ with us.
He will be called Son of God, for nothing will be impossible with God.
The Lord is with you; do not be afraid!
We light one candle for love, because it only takes one: Christ with us.
Let us worship God!

Hymn #105

People, Look East

Prayer of Confession
An angel spoke to Mary: “Do not be afraid!” And yet, O Lord, we find
ourselves paralyzed by fear. Forgive us of our sins, O Lord, and give us
the faith of Mary to respond to your grace with lives of grateful praise.
Let us hear the good news that she first heard: Light is breaking. Love
is coming. The world is about to turn! Hear us, we pray, O Lord…
(time for silent prayer)
Assurance of Pardon
One: Let us proclaim the Good News together:
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.
Prayer for Illumination & Scripture Readings
Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of your Spirit prepare
the way in our hearts for the coming of your Word, so that we may see
the glorious signs of your promise fulfilled; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Luke 1:26-38
26
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might
be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is

the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be
impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed
from her.
Scripture Conversation
Sermon

“Songs of Deliverance: Love”

Offertory Invitation and Prayer
O Lord our God, we give you thanks for the hope and longing you instill
in us through the promise of our baptism – a voice crying out in the
wilderness, a messenger to prepare the way, the day of redemption
drawing near. Bless these gifts of our time, talents, and treasures, that
they might reflect the coming of your glorious realm of righteousness,
justice, and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
Special Music
In the Bleak Midwinter Gustav Holst/arr. Steven Kerin
Ellie Gerhart, Rachel Briggs & Minerva Lermond

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn #88

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Charge and Benediction
Postlude

How Great Our Joy!
Bethany Faiz, Piano

arr. Jack Schrader

****
Thank you for serving today:
Worship Leader: Minerva Lermond
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP INFORMATION
On Thursday, December 24, we’ll have two worship services to celebrate Christ’s
arrival in our world and in our hearts.
Join us for an in-person 5:00 Candlelight Service that will be outdoor, masked, and
distanced. We’ll gather in the church yard for a short worship with prayer, Scripture
readings, and limited music. (In case of inclement weather, we’ll worship on Zoom.)
Join us for our full-length 7:00 Candlelight Service that will be livestreamed from our
Meetinghouse. We trust that as the sounds of “O Holy Night” fill the space of our
sanctuary, so Christ’s grace is filling our world.
WORSHIP LEADERS NEEDED
2021 JANUARY - JUNE
You can sign up online at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B44ADAA2AA0F94-2021
Instructions & lots of gratitude provided!
SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 2020
In a year unlike any other, we are unable to host our event in its traditional form, but it
is our hope that the spirit of Christ’s welcome will live on! Join us in supporting the
noble mission of Friendship House; with a gift of $30 or more, you’ll receive a block
print from artist Rachel Briggs. And while we can’t enjoy NCPC soups or baked
goodies together, you can find our favorite recipes in A Taste of the Spirit of Christmas
Cookbook! For information about how to donate and to view the free cookbook, go to
our church website!
6 P.M. BELL RINGING ON CHRISTMAS EVE
Join with NCPC and our New Castle neighbors in ringing bells at 6 p.m. on Christmas
Eve in celebration of our frontline healthcare workers. Pull out any bells of your
choice – hand bells, sleigh bells, dinner bells, or even cow bells! - and let’s make some
joyful noise in support of the dedicated nurses, doctors, hospital staff, and first
responders who have shown such Christ-like compassion and care throughout this
pandemic. Find out more information through the Facebook event – “Bells at
Christmastide.”

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – TODAY AT NOON
The session has called for a Congregational Meeting today, for the
purpose of reviewing the 2021 budget approved by Session. The
meeting will begin at noon in the church yard and include the vote to approve the
pastor’s terms of call and elect these officers to fill the vacant deacon and elder
position:
ELDER NOMINATION, CLASS OF 2023
Steven Martin is retired as a Senior Scientist at the Center for Drug and Health
Studies at the University of Delaware where he did work for many years on issues of
health services delivery, substance abuse, health surveillance, prevention, treatment
and evaluation research. Formerly residents of Old New Castle and now living in
Newark, Steve and his wife Cynthia Robbins and their daughter Katie Robbins Martin
have been members of NCPC for over 20 years. He served previously as co-Chair of a
pastor search committee, and on Session and Trustees. Cynthia and Steve have cooked
for Emanuel Dining Room for many years now, taking over leading the effort from
Bob Swick and before that Herb Swanson. Steve and Cynthia split their time between
Delaware and their second home on Cape Cod.
DEACON NOMINATION, CLASS OF 2023
Elizabeth Parziale is a transplanted New Englander living in New Castle for three
years. She has a background in finance operations and currently works for an insurance
company in Wilmington. She and her fiancé are kept busy with three boys, Fred,
Aiden and Parker. She joined NCPC last year and is very excited to get to know her
fellow members through service.
ADVENT PRAYER WALK – TODAY AT 12:10
Organized by the Worship and Christian Education Committee, join us for an outdoor,
distanced Advent Prayer Walk with activities for all ages and abilities. The CE
committee has organized an Advent photo scavenger hunt for children and their
families, as well as a painted rock project! For adults, the Advent prayer walk will
focus on the four Advent themes of Christ’s hope, peace, joy, and love.
In the case of inclement weather, both the Congregational Meeting and Advent Prayer
Walk will occur via zoom.

Prayer List:
To place a name on the confidential Prayer Chain, contact Susan Flook,
302-328-7346
or Fran Gingher,
Recovering
atsuzieflook@hotmail.com
home:
silverfran@aol.com

Continuing Care Homes:
Sidney Wilson
255 Possum Park Road
Apt. 2205
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 456-1606

At Home:
Kathy Graham
323 Oregon Avenue
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 324-9944

Barbara Quillen
Cokesbury
HealthCare Rm 2010
726 Loveville Road
Hockessin, DE 19707

Anita Johnson
726 Loveville Road,
Apartment 703
Hockessin, DE 19707
(302) 239-5139

Mary Pratt
113 E. Main St., Unit 311
Newark, DE 19711
(302) 328-7273

Linda Twyford
513 East Roosevelt Ave.
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 530-1123

Judy Hentkowski
128 E. 2nd Street
New Castle, DE 19720
(302) 328-8266

Elizabeth Carpenter
11 Yeates Drive
New Castle DE 19720
(302) 328-2967

Connie Bell
1106 Ralph Road
Newark DE 19713
(302) 731-4781

This Week’s Schedule
4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Deadline for Newsletter
10:30am Live Stream Worship
12:00pm Annual Congregational Mtg
& Prayer Walk (in church yard
– inclement weather via Zoom)

SUNDAY

12/20

Monday

12/21

Pastor Miriam’s Day of Rest*

Wednesday

12/23

1:00pm Adult Bible Study via Zoom

Thursday

12/24

CHRISTMAS EVE
OFFICE CLOSED
5:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service in church yard
7:00pm Live Stream Worship

Friday

12/25

SUNDAY

12/27

CHRISTMAS DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

10:30am

Live Stream Worship

*Pastor Miriam is available for pastoral emergencies
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Website: www.newcastlepreschurch.org

Rev. Miriam Foltz, Pastor
Kris Krawczyk, Admin. Assistant
Eileen Larkin, Dir. of Music
Dan Knox, Treasurer
Minerva Lermond, Dir. of Handbells
Shirley Knox, Recording Secretary
Bethany Faiz, Accompanist
2021
Rob Barry
Chris Fagles
Scott Selheimer
Jo Viola

SESSION
2022
Kim Beebe
Melissa Boris
Connie Reese
Ray Snyder

2023
Candy Dunson
Beverly Stoudt
Jim Whisman

Session meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month

2021
Juliann Barry
Salina Brett
Zarina Stone

DEACONS
2022
Connie Bell
Jane Fouracre
Nanette Nichol

2023
Lindy Ballance
Conchita Showell

Deacons meets the 2nd Sunday of the month

2021
Ringo Keka
Brenda Walters
Barbara Whisman

TRUSTEES
2022
Steve Handy
Joan Lioi
Peter McCurdy

2023
Dan Dunson
Mary Fontinha
Gail Seitz

Trustees meet the 3rd Monday every other month (Sept/Nov/Jan/Mar/May)

